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JOHN MONTGOMERY AND MARGARET “PEGGY” ALEXANDER
I. INTRODUCTION
If you search for our Montgomery ancestry among the most commonly used web site genealogical
listings, you will probably find it listed inaccurately. Because the problem has existed for a long
time and has been accepted for several generations, it has become our goal to finally “set the
records straight” as to who are the ancestors of John and Margaret Alexander Montgomery --early settlers to Lawrence County, Alabama.
Because of past inaccuracies in the ancestry that originated about four decades ago (18), it is very
difficult today to remove the wrong ancestry claims because so many have for so long believed
them to be true. It is our purpose, by making all our current research public, to educate those who
are interested in learning about the ancestry of John and Margaret Montgomery. We strongly feel
a duty to be as accurate as possible so not to make the same mistakes as others did in the past
when they researched the family. For that reason, the written dialogue often discusses how we
derived the conclusions about the ancestry, and our genealogical claims are based on as much
“quality” documentation as can be found. In many cases there are multiple documents to back up
the genealogical claims. When we aren’t absolutely positive of a relationship but still have enough
information to make a relationship claim, we use words like “Probable” and “Likely”.
D. B. Montgomery is recognized by many in the genealogical world as one of the foremost authorities
on the Montgomerys who settled early in America. In his book, The Montgomerys and Their
Descendants, he established the true ancestry of Samuel and Margaret Nichols Montgomery who
are James and Anne Thompson Montgomery descendants (28). The family line D.B. Montgomery
proved is the exact same one that others claimed in the past is our John Montgomery’s of Lawrence
County, Alabama (18). The D.B. Montgomery line absolutely is not our lineage and we have
proved scientifically and with supporting genealogical research that D. B. Montgomery’s Samuel
and Margaret Nichols cannot be our John Montgomery’s family.
Our John Montgomery, born May 4, 1775 is the son of Alexander who is descended from John and
Esther Houston Montgomery of Augusta County, Virginia. As stated in the well known book about
this family, “the John and Esther Houston Montgomery family has often been confused with the
family of James and Anne Thompson Montgomery”(29). Many of the descendants of these two
different Montgomery families carry the same names. They lived during the same time and often
resided in the same geographical area. The accidental mixing of these two families appears to be
what happened in the past when researchers made the error in our John Montgomery’s ancestry.
There are also many misconceptions about Margaret Alexander’s ancestry. There are those who,
from erroneous past genealogy research, believe that Margaret is the daughter of James Alexander
and Francis Ehart of Virginia (4). And there are others who have written that she is the daughter
of William Alexander and Agnes Reid (84). We have proven she is neither of these individual’s
daughter. She is the daughter of James and Martha Alexander whose twin brother is Oliver and
whose parents are likely Joseph and Abigail Alexander of Augusta County, Virginia. Because
of the new research we’ve done, Margaret’s father, James Alexander, is a NSDAR recognized
Revolutionary War Patriot for his service as a volunteer soldier in The Battle of King’s Mountain.
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The small group of researchers pooled their resources and worked as a team to better research the
family. Having the ability to share information quickly by computers and communicating with
each other lessened duplicating of their efforts and was found to be a very effective way to manage
and to improve results.
II. SUPPORTIVE HISTORY
The journey Margaret and John Montgomery took to Alabama began in Virginia around 1747 with
the settling of their grandparents in the Borden’s Manor Land Patent. They were born in Augusta,
Virginia in 1775-1776(3). They married in eastern Tennessee in 1798(10), migrated westward into
middle Tennessee, then migrated further South and settled in 1819 in Lawrence County, Alabama.
(19). The time line, summarized in figure 1, can be used to follow our ancestors from 1730 to 1856.
This time line is detailed in attachment 2.

Figure 1. John Montgomery and Margaret Alexander Montgomery Time Line

The Beverley Manor and the Borden Manor land patents were issued by King George II in 1736
with the purpose to attract emigrants to the British colonies from Europe. When John and Margaret’s
grandparents settled in the Virginia land patents, they became part of a large Presbyterian movement
that came from different parts of Ireland (attachments 1,4,9). Most early emigrants from Ireland
came to America in the beginning of the eighteenth century and often came with well-known
friends and relatives to the colonies (attachment 8). They maintained their strong family ties, their
customs, their friendships, their ideals, fiercely protected their rights to worship as they pleased
and fought against government interference in their lives.
When John and Margaret were only young children, Tennessee was a new frontier with few laws.
There were violent Indian disputes over the land occupation with the constant incoming settlers.
For a few years from 1785 until 1788, part of the lands that late became the State of Tennessee
were in a separate State of Franklin (figure 2). Part of Washington County, Virginia and Greene
County, North Carolina were included in The State of Franklin. The people living in Franklin were
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Figure 2. New Tennessee Frontier - Cumberland and State of Franklin

living on land without government protection from either Virginia or North Carolina and the rights
to the land were in dispute with the Indians. The political situation was so uncertain that people
living in Franklin had no idea under which government they belonged.
In the late seventeen hundreds, Tennessee had few written government documents. It became a
State in 1796, composed of land that was originally part Virginia, part North Carolina, and part
Indian territories. In 1810 there was a “Reconstructed Census” made from land transactions and
other resources such as wills and court records. The 1820 census was incomplete and most of
eastern Tennessee was missing. The first completed Tennessee census was in 1830. Land deed
transactions were the best available source of information in Tennessee during the era. One of the
Huntsville library staff on the first day of research warned: “If your ancestors lived in Tennessee in
the eighteenth century, it will not be easy to locate them. Good luck!”
Virginia was better than either Tennessee or Alabama for keeping written records. This was because
of the record keeping codes that were in place under British rule. However, with the political
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turmoil of the seventeen hundreds,
the Revolution and the constant land
boundary changes in the Virginia
counties (figure 3) and the destruction
of the Federal Archives by the British
in the War of 1812, many records were
either destroyed or were not always
located where one thought they should
be found.
As the research progressed there
were individual and surnames that
became frequently associated with the
Montgomery ancestor’s. It became
obvious that the religion they practiced
(Presbyterian), the people with whom
Figure 3. Formation of Virginia Counties
they conducted business, the people
that lived nearby and those who traveled together – even in the Revolutionary War – were almost
always the same. The same families found in the 1820 Alabama census were the same families
that were associated with the Montgomery’s in Virginia in the 1740’s.
Traditions that were practiced among the frontier people became important to understand. One
that influenced the research was: the Montgomery’s followed the tradition of naming their firstborn sons for their grandparents. As a result, certain names frequently reoccurred over several
generations (attachment 4).
If the reader takes into consideration the political conditions of the time, the route John and Margaret
followed to Alabama from Virginia, the territorial boundary changes taking place (attachment 7),
and the family traditions, John and Margaret’s ancestry becomes obvious. The proof of the ancestry
as follows is based on resources containing dates and facts that are supported – in most cases –
by multiple documents. This ancestry has been further confirmed by combining current and past
genealogy sources with the DNA results.
					

III. THE GENEALOGY

The emigration of John and Margaret Montgomery’s grandparents appears to have occurred at
the beginning of the eighteenth century when numerous “Scotch Irish” families came to America
from Ireland looking for affordable land in a place where they would be “free” to practice the
religion of their choice (Presbyterian) and to live without interference from the government. They
were offered enticements of cheap land by the British governing body that believed their presence
in the unsettled area would serve as protective barriers for the colonies from the Indians who lived
west of the Appalachian Mountains.
In August County, Virginia (Orange County in 1736) two large tracts of land – the Beverly and
Borden Manor –were settled by Scotch-Irish emigrants (40). Augusta County was formed from
Orange County and and consisted of lands west of the Appalachian eastern ridge.
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The grandparents of John Montgomery, John and Esther Houston Montgomery, settled in the
Borden Manor tract in 1747 (attachment 9, figure 4). Margaret Alexander’s grandparents, Joseph
and Abigail Alexander, settled in the Borden Manor Tract sometime before 1765 (95). The
John Montgomery family emigrated from Ireland and settled in Pennsylvania prior to migrating
to Augusta, Virginia (20,80,85). It is likely that Joseph and Abigail Alexander were in York,
Pennsylvania prior to settling in the Borden Manor Tract.

Figure 4. Beverley’s Manor and Borden’s Manor - Montgomery and Houston Families

Alexander Montgomery was born in Augusta County, Virginia – probably in the Borden’s Manor
Tract. It was customary that the male would marry near the age of twenty. Based on his son John’s
birth date (May 4,1775) (2,3) and his approximate marriage date (1772), Alexander would have
been born about 1750. (attachment 4). Alexander and his wife Sarah Montgomery sold their land
in Augusta 1778 (65).
The Alexander Montgomery family lived in Washington County, Virginia in 1781 where Alexander
owned land on the North Branch of the North Fork of the Holston River (1). In 1782 Alexander
Montgomery was listed on the Washington County, Virginia Personal Property Tax list (38).
March 23, 1779 Alexander Montgomery was an executor of the estate of Robert Edmundson of
Washington County, Virginia. Robert Montgomery, brother to Alexander, served as a witness (13).
There was a close family connection to the Edmondson family and that of John and Esther Houston
Montgomery.
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At least two petitions to the governing
bodies of Virginia and North Carolina
asking for assistance in providing protection
from the Indians were signed by Alexander
Montgomery – one petition was signed in
1784 to North Carolina from “Inhabitants
South of the French Broad,” (17) and another
was signed in 1782 to Virginia from “Men
North of the Holston” (32).

Alexander

John Montgomery and his wife Margaret
(Peggy) Alexander were born near the same
time (1775) in Augusta County, Virginia
(3). Margaret was the child of James and
Martha Alexander of Augusta County,
Virginia.
Her father, James (NSDAR
number A206280), was the son of Joseph
and Abigail Alexander of Augusta County
(attachment 1). Other children of Joseph and
Abigail were Oliver and Sarah– the wife of
Alexander Montgomery(65,96,97,103,105)
Figure 5. John Montgomery’s Ancestors
(figure 6). John Montgomery was the
child of Alexander and Sarah Alexander
Montgomery of Augusta County, (figure 5).
John Montgomery and his wife Margaret Margaret Alexander and John Montgomery married
in Blount County, Tennessee, November 23, 1798
Alexander were first cousins.
(10). The minister for the marriage was the wellknown Presbyterian preacher, Gideon Blackburn,
who founded several churches in the Blount,
Tennessee area. (10,43) Margaret’s father, James
Alexander signed the marriage bond in Jefferson
County, Tennessee, January 24, 1799 (11). Her
family’s research tells us she had no brother named
James; therefore, the signature on her marriage
bond was her father’s.
Figure 6. Margaret Alexander’s Ancestors

In 1780 Alexander Montgomery and his brothersin-law Oliver and James Alexander joined with
other “over mountain men” (figure 7) from Washington County. They served in Colonel William
Campbell’s militia under company commander Captain David Beatty in The Battle of King’s
Mountain (9,12,58).
After the Revolution, Alexander Montgomery lived in Southwest Virginia which became a part of
Tennessee in 1796. He owned land in Washington/Greene county, Tennessee in 1792 (70)(figure
8).
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Figure 8. Tennessee Counties of 1785
Figure 7. Kings Mountain Counties

Descendants of John Montgomery
John
Montgomery
1775 - 1856

Jane
Montgomery
1803 -

Rutha
Alexander

James M.
Montgomery
1810 - 1891

Polly
Montgomery
1805 -

Alexander H.
Montgomery
1807 - 1872

Harvey Craig

Margaret E.
Haney
1814 - 1860

Patsy
Montgomery
1801 -

Margaret
Alexander
1776 - 1850
Bertheny
Montgomery
1814 - 1851

Eliza
Montgomery
1819 -

John P. Craig

Susannah
Craig
1813 - 1875

Sally
Montgomery
1799 -

Louisa C.
Montgomery
1808 -

George
Johnson

Robert
Montgomery
1817 -

William Craig

Alexander L.
Montgomery

Tabitha
Montgomery
1812 - 1843

Thomas Siler

Figure 9. Family of John and Margaret Alexander Montgomery

Another fellow militiaman in Captain David Beatty’s company during the Battle of King’s
Mountain was John Craig (9), who also came from Southwest Virginia and lived in Tennessee
after the Revolution. Of John and Margaret’s eleven children, all born in Tennessee and Alabama
figure 9), four married into the Craig family. Sarah (Sally) Alexander born 1799 married William
E. Craig (son of John Craig); Patsy born 1801 married John P. Craig (son of John Craig); Jane
born 1803; Polly born 1805 married Harvey Craig (son of John Craig); Alexander Houston born
1807 married first Rutha Alexander and then married Margaret Haney; Louisa Calvinia born 1808
married Alexander Lowry Montgomery; James M. born 1810 married Susan Craig, daughter of
Adam Hall Craig, (attachment 13); Tabitha born 1812 married Thomas Siler; Bertheny born 1814
married George Johnson; Robert born 1817; Eliza born 1819 (18).
John Craig and John Montgomery were living in neighboring Limestone and Lawrence counties
in northern Alabama in 1820 (19). In the U.S. 1830 census, there were two unique John Craig
families--one lived in Lawrence County and the other lived in Limestone County, Alabama. (131).
The John Craig family that is connected with our John Montgomery family is the family who lived
in Limestone County; and it is in Limestone County where John Craig died March 24, 1852 (131).
It is important to note that John and Margaret Montgomery followed the family tradition for
naming their children. Alexander Houston Montgomery, the first born son of John and Margaret
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Figure 10. Tennessee Counties of 1807

Montgomery, was named for his paternal grandfather, Alexander Montgomery. Their first daughter
was named Sarah “Sally” Alexander for her paternal grandmother, Sarah Alexander. The second
son, James was named for his maternal grandfather, James Alexander. The second daughter was
named Martha “Patsy” for her maternal grandmother Martha Alexander (attachments 1,10,11).
Before coming to Alabama, John Montgomery and Margaret resided in Maury County, Tennessee
(122,124,125). In 1807 Maury became a county separate from Williamson (figure 10). John
witnessed land transactions and assisted Gideon Blackburn, the minister at his wedding) (43), in
an attempt to establish a “Meeting House” for a Presbyterian Church (20). At least one of John
and Margaret’s children, James Madison, was born in Maury County, Tennessee in 1810 (21)
(attachment 5).
Both John and his father Alexander Montgomery
were living in Maury County, Tennessee during
the early 1800’s. While living in Maury in 1812,
Alexander gave his power of attorney to his nephew,
John Montgomery of Blount County, Tennessee, to
act in his behalf in selling the land that he owned
South of the French Broad in 1812. It is in today’s area
of northeastern Tennessee (22). The land was sold in
1814 to James Lapsley of Mercer County, Kentucky.
About 1815 John and Margaret, their eleven
children and Alexander Montgomery (attachments
2, 4) migrated further South into Madison County,
Alabama (figure 11). Their oldest child, Sarah “Sally”
married in 1817 in Madison County and the second
oldest daughter, Martha “Patsy”, married a year later
in 1818 (25). In 1819 John and Margaret were settled
in nearby, Landersville, Lawrence County, Alabama.
Figure 11. Mississippi Territory
(Alabama) 1817

John is listed on the 1820 US Census Lawrence
County with himself, one other adult male over 21
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years of age, his wife, and 9 children living in the household. The additional adult male could have
been John’s father, Alexander Montgomery. His oldest son, Alexander Houston Montgomery,
was only 13 years old at the time of the census and was too young to be the additional adult male
residing in the home. Beside John and Margaret lived one of their married daughters, her husband
William Craig, and one child. Also living near to John and Margaret were William W. Craig, his
wife Esther and their 12 children (attachment 3).
Other people who migrated to northern Alabama at the approximate same time were families with
surnames that match closely with those who were in southwestern Virginia and in the Beverley
and Borden Manors. Old familiar names that appear in the Lawrence and Limestone County 1820
censuses in addition to Montgomery are: Alexander, Beatty, Craig, Love, Cowan, Wear, Weir,
Blackburn, Ellis, Kennedy, Henderson, Wood, Rutledge, Steel, Campbell, McCuen, Loony, Little,
McClung (19).
Many of the same persons who served in
Captain Beatty’s company at the Battle of
Kings Mountain also settled in northern
Alabama (9,19). Two Craig brothers (John,
and James) who fought at Kings Mountain
settled there. Four of John’s children married
into the Craig family. The close relationship
between the Montgomery and Craig families
goes as far back as their earliest days in
Virginia where their parents and grandparents
lived in near proximity in the Beverley and
Borden’s Manor land tracts (34,37).

Figure 12. Old Prospect Church Sign

John and Margaret’s Alexander, Houston, and Montgomery ancestors were instrumental in the
formation of the historical Presbyterian churches – Timber Ridge and New Providence in Augusta
County, Virginia (85,34). It is not surprising that John Montgomery followed the tradition of his
ancestors and became an original founder of the Old Prospect Presbyterian Church of Landersville,
Lawrence County, Alabama in 1820 (26). He served as an elder until he died in 1856. His sons,
James Madison and Alexander Houston, and his grandson, Robert Craig Montgomery, also were
elders of the church (26) (figure 12).

Figure 13. Montgomery Cemetery Sign

Records that go back to the church’s origin in 1820 were
written until the time of the church’s dissolution. At the time
that the Old Prospect Presbyterian Church was dissolved,
Robert C. Montgomery was in possession of the records.
These were passed to his son, Charley C. Montgomery and
then to his son Joseph Horace Montgomery. When Joseph
died September 28, 2000, his son Horace Joe Montgomery
found the records in his father’s home. Joe, the ggg grandson
of John and Margaret, now has these original old Prospect
Church records. A transcribed copy has been made and is
found in attachment 12 (26).
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Figure 14. James M. Montgomery’s House, Wren,
Alabama
Destroyed by fire in 2005

Figure 15. Susan Craig Montgomery
died 1875

John and Margaret were likely buried in the Old Prospect Church Cemetery. At the time of their
deaths they were both members of the church. Unfortunately,
the graves have been badly vandalized and the cemetery
has deteriorated from neglect. There are many, very old,
unreadable markers in the cemetery that date back to about
1825. John died in 1856 and Margaret died March 18,1851
(26). One of the readable grave markers belongs to infant
child of Robert Craig Montgomery and his wife Martha J.
Ellis. It has the inscription: “ William H. Montgomery, 23
Sep 1855- 14 Aug 1858, son of R.C. and M.J” (27). William
H. was the great grandson of John and Margaret Montgomery
(attachment 10).
Other descendants of Alexander and Sarah Montgomery
and John and Margaret Montgomery are buried in the
Montgomery Cemetery in Wren, Alabama (only a few short
miles from the Old Prospect Church Cemetery (figure 13).
The Montgomery Cemetery was located next to James
Madison’s home. (figure 14) This home was built in 1875
after James’ home was destroyed by a tornado on February
Figure 16. James M.
23, 1875 (42, 48). Soon after completion of the house James’
Montgomery died 1891
wife, Susan Craig, died in the same year. Susan’s grave
(figure 15) is the first one in the Montgomery Cemetery. (48) James Madison Montgomery died in
1891(figure 16) (attachment 5).
IV. SCIENTIFIC PROOF
Based upon all of their research, the three descendants were convinced they had established the
correct ancestry of their John Montgomery. They believed their research provided substantial
12

proof: 1) that their John Montgomery was a descendent of John and Esther Houston Montgomery
and 2) that John’s father must be Alexander – one of the four sons of John and Esther Montgomery.
However, they wanted even more proof that their ancestry claims were accurate.
When combined with conventional methods of genealogical research, DNA testing can be a valuable
tool. Test results can be used to confirm a suspected connection between two families or disprove
a connection. Although it is impossible to pinpoint a common ancestor from the test results alone,
with a proper paper trail you may be able to do so. In the case of John Montgomery, the searchers
had discovered strong evidence of a connection to the family group of John and Esther Houston
Montgomery (attachment 4), but they had been misled from previous researchers to believe that
John was descended from a different Montgomery family (attachment 6). The results of the tests
definitely disproved the previously held opinion as to John’s ancestry and further proved he was
connected with the family of John and Esther Montgomery.
Three proven male descendants of John Montgomery participated in the Clan Montgomery
International Society Surname DNA test project. All participants were asked to provide their
“earliest known” Montgomery ancestors.
Two proven descendants of John and Esther Houston Montgomey were among those who were also
involved in the DNA test project. Their lineages are proved with the research from the book, John
and Esther Houston Montgomery 1719-1973. Their numbers for privacy purposes are M-0018 and
M-0039. When the results of the tests were received, we discovered our subject (M-0113), one of
the proven male descendants of our John Montgomery, and one of the proven descendants of John
and Esther Montgomery, (M-0039), were perfect matches within the 67 marker test (39).
According to the DNA testing service, it is considered “rare” to get so good a match unless you are
already known to be close cousins or brothers. The perfect match at 67 markers left virtually no
doubt that the two subjects shared a common ancestor. Therefore, using the DNA results and the
Probability for Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) table that was established by the DNA
Test Project, there is a 98.6% probability of locating the MRCA of M-0113 and M-0039 no later
than 7 generations back (39). Counting backwards in our family ancestry, the 7th generation back
is John and Esther Houston Montgomery.
Through our conventional research, we found that the ancestry of the participant (M-0039) was
through Rev. John Montgomery-- one of the sons of John and Esther (29). We knew from the
birth date (May 4, 1775) of our John that he could not be descended from Rev. John. The Rev.
John and his wife Agnes Hughart had a proven marriage date, 1782 (29), which is later than the
1775 birth year of our John. We looked at the other three sons of John and Esther (Robert, James
and Alexander). Robert was ruled out as a point of connection for his marriage date. (figure 17).
James had a son John born in 1778 that married Mary Love about 1798. The only son whom we
could not rule out was Alexander.
Figures 17 and 18 illustrate how the ancestry linkage of the two matching descendants (M-0113 and
M-0039) from the Montgomery DNA Project occurred. John and Esther Houston Montgomery’s
family diagram (figure 17) includes the names of their ten children plus the marriage dates and the
wives’ names of three of their sons - Reverend John, James and Robert- who were instrumental in
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John
Montgomery

1720 -

William
Edmondson

Mollie
Montgomery

1754 -

Esther
Montgomery

1755 - 1807

the research of our John Montgomery’s ancestors. We believe
Sarah was the name of Alexander Montgmery’s wife (65)
(attachment 4).

Esther Houston

1718 -

m: 1738

James
Montgomery

1740 - 1809

Margaret Weir

Alexander
Montgomery

1750 -

In figure 17, the John Montgomery (b. 1752, wife Agnes
Hughart) is the ancestor line of DNA participant M-0039.
Figure 19 illustrates the line of descent from John Montgomery
and wife Agnes Hughart Montgomery to participant M-0039.
Figure 18 illustrates the line of descent of participant M-0113
from Alexander Montgomery.

The difficulty in tracing the
family of Alexander, son of
1752 - 1810
John and Esther, was due
Dorcas
largely to the loss of personal
Montgomery
Sarah Jane
Robert
1758 contact
between
those
Colville
Montgomery
1761
members of the family who
1759 - 1823
m: 1784
Jane
left eastern Tennessee in the
Montgomery
early years of 1800 and those
1763 - 1843
that remained. The part of the
family of John and Esther
Isabella
that remained in eastern
Montgomery
1769 - 1792
Tennessee, or at the very least
maintained personal contact
Figure 17. John and Esther’s
with
them, were documented
Children
later with the family book that
was written in 1973. Other members of the family-- particularly
those descendants of Alexander-- who left eastern Tennessee
were for awhile “lost descendants.” Although our John, married
in Blount, Tennessee, he was one of the descendants of John
and Esther who left Blount, lived in middle Tennessee for a few
years before settling permanently in northern Alabama in 1819
(attachment 2).
Ann Montgomery

1756 - 1829

John
Montgomery

Agnes Hughart
m: 1782

Figure 18. Alexander
Both participants in the DNA project whose families were traced
Montgomery
Descendants
(figures 18, 19) had ancestors who migrated to Northern Alabama.
Ancestors of M-0113 arrived in Northern Alabama before 1819.
The ancestors of M-0039 settled in Birmingham area in 1881 (44), approximately 60 years later
than M-0113’s ancestors. This along with the lack of record keeping in early Tennessee and
Alabama may account for the lost communication between the family branches.

Through the Montgomery DNA test project there was also a perfect 67 marker match between our
participant M-0113 and a descendant of Hugh Montgomery, the son of James and Margaret Weir
Montgomery (figure 17). Hugh (1770-1841) and his second wife Jane Stewart raised a family of
nine children in Franklin County, Tennessee. His will was probated in Franklin County in 1841.
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It contains the names of his children and wife. He
is buried in the Cowan-Montgomery Cemetery in
Cowan, Tennessee. Many of Hugh’s descendants are
buried there and in the Cherry Cemetery in Franklin
County (46, 47) .

Figure 19. Rev. John Montgomery Descendents
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